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better effect than from turpentine. By the aid of heat the mounting can 
be accomplished almost immediately. Zoophytes, after boiling in water 
to remove the air, can be successfully mounted in the same manner, being 
transparent and flexible, instead of brittle as by the ordinary turpentine 
process. 

Eccentric Pith op Climbing Plants. — Mr. J. B. Hyatt of Mor- 
risania, exhibited at a meeting of the Torrey Botanical Club a microscopic 
specimen consisting of a section of the stem of poison ivy, Rhus Toxico- 
dendron L., and having the pith near one side " like a hole bored near the 
edge of a coin." A similar structure is seen in some other climbing 
stems, as of Ampelopsis, though not in all such ; and the editor of the 
Bulletin suggests, as a mere conjecture, that the extraordinary one- 
sided thickening may indicate that the plant is nourished by the root- 
lets imbedded in the bark of the tree. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— The Department of the Interior has issued a circular, prepared by 
Professor Otis T. Mason, designed to direct the attention of the agents 
of the Indian Bureau and others to the collection of objects and infor- 

•mation for the purpose of representing at the Centennial Exposition the 
history of culture among the aborigines of America, including the tribes 
now in existence and those which are nearly or quite extinct. 

— We regret exceedingly to hear of the untimely death of Dr. Wil- 
lembes SUhin, the amiable and accomplished naturalist of the Challenger 
party. He was a student and assistant of Professor Siebold, of Munich, 
when invited to accompany Professor Wyville Thompson. American 
naturalists may remember his cordial and hospitable spirit. He was a 
special student of the low.er worms and the Crustacea. 

— At the opening meeting of the Royal Geographical Society, Novem- 
ber loth, Sir H. Rawlinson referred with great satisfaction to Stanley's 
exploration of the Nyanza, and exhibited a complete chart of the lake, 
drawn by Stanley. 

— Dr. Francisco Todaro from his studies on the tunicate, Salpa, de- 
clares that it has an amnion, and is developed in a true uterus. 

— A suggestive article entitled Consciousness in Evolution, by Pro- 
fessor Cope, has been reprinted from the Penn Monthly for August. 

— Science Teaching to Young Children, in Nature for November 18th, 
gives many useful hints on this topic. We doubt, however, whether en- 
tomology is rather a " holiday than a school subject," as it seems to us 
that it can be taught with as much ease and profit as even botany. 

— In American Geological Surveys, by Professor Geikie, in Nature 
for November 4th, he speaks in a flattering way of Hayden's U. S. Geo- 
logical Survey of the Territories. 
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■ — Apropos of surveys, we trust that the friends of science and higher 
education in Massachusetts will vigorously urge the importance of a re- 
survey of the geology and biology of that State. The vote in the legis- 
lature last year was so decidedly in its favor that it would seem as if a 
second hearing and renewed effort on the part of men of culture might 
bring about the accomplishment of the plan urged last winter upon the 
attention of the legislature, and which came so near to definite and favor- 
able action. 

— Dr. Burmeister, of Buenos Ayres, is preparing for the Centennial 
Exposition at Philadelphia a work on the fossil horse of the Argentine 
Republic, to be published in large folio with eight plates. He is also 
just sending to press the first volume of his Physical Description of the 
Argentine Republic. 

— The Boston Society of Natural History proposes to send to the 
Centennial Exhibition an epitome of its museum, including plans of the 
building and cases. For this purpose fifteen cases, occupying one hun- 
dred and five feet of linear measure, will be needed. Besides this, a 
selected portion of the New England collection, now an attractive 
feature of the museum, will be placed on exhibition. It is estimated 
that this portion could be completely illustrated with selections occupy- 
ing twelve cases, extending eighty-four feet. Work has already begun 
under the direction of Professor Hyatt, the custodian. 

— The Monthly Weather Review of the Weather Signal Bureau at 
Washington, with its maps and quite full record of biological phenomena, 
will interest students and prove after a series of years of very consid- 
erable scientific value. With little effort more contributors might per- 
haps be enlisted, so that the connection of meteorological phenomena and 
the sudden appearance of swarms of grasshoppers, for example, could be 
traced, and possibly insect years be predicted, and thus farmers warned 
a year in advance of devastations by insects. 

— An excellent article on the wild grasses of Nebraska, by Professor 
Samuel Aughey, appears in the New York Tribune for November 26th. 

— An elaborate quarto work on the amphipod Crustacea ( Gammaridce) 
of .the Sea of Baikal, by Dr. Dybowsky, illustrated by fourteen plates 
(in part colored), has lately been published by the Entomological Society 
of St. Petersburg. 

— A retriever dog, says Nature, whose owner was working in the 
garden of the Bath Institution, lately killed a favorite cat, a frequenter 
of the same grounds. Having committed this unprovoked murder, the 
dog deliberately took the cat in his mouth, curried it some distance, dug 
a deep hole behind some bushes, and, after depositing the cat therein, 
carefully replaced the earth ; and had he not been observed there would 
have been no evidence of the crime. Shortly after, the dog lost his life 
by poison, probably a penalty for the offense. 

H ad the dog lived, would he not, more canino, have exhumed the cat 
for dietetic purposes? — Ed. Naturalist. 



